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Description:  This standard operating procedure (SOP) contains Health Systems Design & Development’s (HSD&D’s) policy and procedures for requesting a development domain for a HealtheVet-VISTA software product or module and for identifying the responsibilities for the Developers of HealtheVet-VISTA products and the Database Administrator (DBA). It also provides the procedures for securing a development domain.

Link to Document: http://vista.med.va.gov/SEPG_lib/Standard Operating Procedures/192-002 Assignment of Development Domains.doc 
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Primary Audience:  Developers of HealtheVet-VISTA products and Database Administrator

Benefit:  The benefit of this SOP is to provide guidance on requesting a development domain.
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http://vista.med.va.gov/sepg_lib/4 VHA_Handbook_Final_(M11)/Programming Standards and Conventions.doc
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VHA Handbook's Software Management chapter 

http://vista.med.va.gov/sepg_lib/4 VHA_Handbook_Final_(M11)/Software Management.doc
HealtheVet-VISTA Database Administration Web site
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Standards and Conventions Committee Web site
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NUMBER 192-002
SUBJ: ASSIGNMENT OF DEVELOPMENT DOMAINS 

1.
PURPOSE

This standard operating procedure (SOP) contains Health Systems Design & Development’s (HSD&D’s) policy and procedures for:

a. Defining the policy for requesting a development domain for a HealtheVet-VISTA software product and applicable definitions. (See Appendix A);

b. Identifying the responsibilities for the Developers of HealtheVet-VISTA products as well as the responsibilities for the Database Administrator (DBA); and

c. Defining the procedures for obtaining authorization to use a development domain.

2.
POLICY
a. All HealtheVet-VISTA software products are assigned a development domain to provide for the separation of work done in different products, enable site-specific local enhancements (where permitted), and facilitate integration of products into the VA architecture. Through this process, the scope and boundaries of a software product are technically defined. Each product is assigned a formal name for its development domain and may be assigned additional formal names for constructs inherent to a particular technology such as specific database engines, user interfaces, programming languages and associated utilities, etc.

b.
Developers are to partition HealtheVet-VISTA development domains to reflect the functional areas of a product (e.g., input, output, transmissions). Naming of such partitions, within assigned formal names, is the province of the Development Team provided that no partitions are created for new functionality (i.e., enhancements). If the Development Team determines that new partitioning is needed to demarcate new functionality, approval for that subdivision of formal names must be granted by the DBA. This process is necessary to ensure that new functionality is encapsulated to the fullest extent possible in support of integration goals.

3.
RESPONSIBILITIES
a. The Developers of HealtheVet-VISTA Products.  The Developers of HealtheVet-VISTA products will:

(1) Request a development domain for new products, including functional enhancements to existing products; and

(2) Ensure that all components of a product adhere to the development domain. 

(3) Ensure that components that must extend beyond the domain apply for and are granted an Interface Control Registration. (See SOP 192-039 Interface Control Registration and Approval.)

b. The VHA Database Administrator (DBA).  The DBA will review, approve, assign, document and publish development domains.

4. PROCEDURES

a. The general area of a HealtheVet-VISTA product is analyzed and jointly defined by the requester of a development domain and the DBA. A written request must be submitted to the DBA on FORUM by the requester.

b. The relationship between the new HealtheVet-VISTA product and existing software products is used by the DBA to define domain relationships.

c. When the domain is defined, the DBA assigns the domain for use by the Developers of the new HealtheVet-VISTA product.

d. A list of assigned domains is maintained by the DBA and is accessible from the DBA web site under the HealtheVet VistA Packages menu item.

5. REFERENCES

a. VHA Handbook's Programming Standards and Conventions chapter 
b. VHA Handbook's VISTA Database Administration chapter 

c. VHA Handbook's Software Management chapter
d. HealtheVet-VISTA  DBA Web site 

e. Standards and Conventions Committee Web site
6. RESCISSIONS

None.

7. FOLLOW UP RESPONSIBILITY

Associate Deputy Director, Development and Infrastructure Support

8. FOLLOW UP DATE

February 2007
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DAN G. BISHOP

Director, Health Systems Design & Development

Appendix A - Definitions

Definitions

Database Administrator (DBA) - the person responsible for the management of the structure, terms and use of the HealtheVet-VISTA names.

DBA Menu - a set of options on the FORUM computer system, which provide functions to request or examine responsibility areas of the DBA.

Development Domain – the scope of products designed, built and deployed in a given technology for which anything known about the product is known only through formal names.

Enhancement - an addition of new functionality to a product.

Formal Name – an alphanumeric assigned by the DBA for the purpose of "naming" a HealtheVet-VISTA software product.  A formal name may also have formally assigned synonyms and formally assigned relationships to other formal names, such as abbreviations, prefixes, suffixes, number ranges, and other constructs used in software technologies.

Product - A set of software and database structures that delivers a defined set of functions. 

Requester - a member of a development team for a new HealtheVet-VISTA software product.
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