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After Labor Day, a big goal is squeezing the last drops of fun out of summer. …. For those gathered for the 2014 National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic, that experience certainly held true.
Tony Brazier, with the VA’s Employee Education System takes us to San Diego, CA for the details…
VO ;
Southern California… So Cal... A full week of s ailing, surfing, kayaking and more… but this isn’t a vacation…
SB1; Jerome Adams, Clinic Participant: “This clinic has meant a great deal because I had the opportunity to meet and talk to a lot of people who are going through various situations and they are still moving forward. No one is stopping, they are moving forward, they are dealing with whatever their issue is and they are taking on life.”
So, it wasn’t all just fun and games. Veterans from across the nation joined together for the 2014 National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic, pushing themselves, testing their limits, overcoming obstacles and achieving goals that might have before seemed out of reach….
SB2; Bill Wiegand, Clinic Participant - “After the surgery I was pretty much down and pretty low in spirit… just to be able to get into the water and swim was something just so exciting, it was unbelievable. It’s been the major factor in me getting back on my feet.”
As part of VA’s Adaptive Sports Program, the Summer Sports Clinic’s goal is to redefine the mission for veterans. In keeping with that aim, veterans and VA employees were also keeping one eye on the future…
SB3; Jean Ferguson, Recreational Therapist - “Not everybody is going to want to sail. Not everybody is going to want to ride bikes. But with the daily activity, I have a veteran who is interested in archery, he never thought he could do archery with the upper extremity prosthetics. So they showed him he could do it. I have a couple of veterans, who one was all excited, he got a splint for his leg, will hold his prosthetic leg in the kayak, to help him roll… have balance.”
Using those adaptive technologies, vets were able hit the mark of their chosen targets, familiarizing some challenging sports, making new friends and gaining many admirers along the way.
Reporting from San Diego, CA, I’m Tony Brazier with the VHA Employee Education System
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Nearly 150 veterans were grouped into 8 teams at the Summer Sports Clinic. All 8 finished the week completing each of the 6 events… archery, rowing, sailing, surfing, kayaking and cycling. For more on VA’s Adaptive Sports programs clinics you can log on to www.va.gov
